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The workpiece surface (57) is provided with a 
layer applied by means of a sputter CVD 
process, its optimum hardness and sliding 
properties being achieved with a positive bias 
voltage of the workpiece surface (57) relative to 
the plasma. In the case of a tungsten 
carbide/carbon layer, optimum layer quality can 
be achieved by a bias voltage of thirty five volt. In 
addition to tungsten carbide/carbon layers, it is 
also possible to produce silicide/silicon layers if 
volatile silicon compounds are used as reactive 
gas. 
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